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Metadata

These reference tables contain statistics of the fertility rate in four countries in the Caribbean since 1960. The tables also 
compare the data from the World Bank and the United Nation’s World Population Prospects reports in 2017 and in 2019. 
The graph besides each table shows the fertility rate of that year, and the absolute change over time. The x-axis is the 
absolute change while the y-axis is the total fertility rate. Each circle represents a certain year.

All four countries here have seen dramatic decline in fertility rate. For all of them, the fertility rate was above 5 in 1960 but 
became less than 3 in 2017.
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Total fertility rate, Haiti, 1960-2016, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 -0.01 6.324 1960
1961 -0.01 6.318  
1962 -0.02 6.302 1962
1963 -0.03 6.274 1963
1964 -0.05 6.233 1964
1965 -0.06 6.179 1965
1966 -0.08 6.109 1966
1967 -0.09 6.026 1967
1968 -0.09 5.937 1968
1969 -0.09 5.846 1969
1970 -0.08 5.762 1970
1971 -0.06 5.692 1971
1972 -0.04 5.642 1972
1973 -0.01 5.616 1973
1974 0.01 5.614 1974
1975 0.04 5.641 1975
1976 0.07 5.698 1976
1977 0.09 5.779 1977
1978 0.10 5.872 1978
1979 0.09 5.970 1979
1980 0.08 6.058 1980
1981 0.05 6.122 1981
1982 0.01 6.154 1982
1983 -0.02 6.149  
1984 -0.06 6.106  
1985 -0.09 6.028  
1986 -0.11 5.921 1986
1987 -0.12 5.799 1987
1988 -0.13 5.673 1988
1989 -0.12 5.548 1989
1990 -0.12 5.430 1990
1991 -0.11 5.318 1991
1992 -0.11 5.210 1992
1993 -0.11 5.103 1993
1994 -0.11 4.997 1994
1995 -0.11 4.890 1995
1996 -0.11 4.779 1996
1997 -0.12 4.665 1997
1998 -0.12 4.547 1998
1999 -0.12 4.425 1999
2000 -0.12 4.302 2000
2001 -0.12 4.182 2001
2002 -0.11 4.065 2002
2003 -0.11 3.955 2003
2004 -0.10 3.853 2004
2005 -0.09 3.757 2005
2006 -0.09 3.667 2006
2007 -0.09 3.579 2007
2008 -0.09 3.493 2008
2009 -0.08 3.408 2009
2010 -0.08 3.325 2010
2011 -0.08 3.245 2011
2012 -0.07 3.169 2012
2013 -0.07 3.098 2013
2014 -0.06 3.033 2014
2015 -0.06 2.973 2015
2016 -0.05 2.919 2016
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year
(children per woman)

Haiti total fertility rate, 1960-2016

The reduction in the slowdown in falling 
fertility after 2010 has been attributed to the 
earthquake that occurred in that year. Almost 
a quarter of a million people died because of 
the earthquake and, as usual, when a 
disaster like that strikes, people have more 
children in the aftermath.

Haiti is part of Hispaniola, one of the 
islands where Columbus first landed in 
1492. It was one of the first colonies to 
gain independence, which occurred 
through revolution in 1791. Much later, 
under the Duvalier dictatorships of 1957 
to 1986 it suffered badly when both the 
military and 'death squads' helped the 
dictator and later his son stay in power.

In 1960 Haiti had a fertility rate (children per 100 
women aged 15-44) of over 6.3, which fell to 6.0 
by 1967, and 5.6 by 1974. It then rose and 
peaked at 6.2 in1982. It then started falling again 
to 6.0 by 1985, 5.0 by1994, 4.0 by 2003 and 3.0 
by 2015. The fastest fall occurred between 1986 
and 2003. In 2016 Haiti had the second highest 
recorded total fertility rate in the Americas of 2.9 
children per woman.
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Total fertility rate, Dominican Republic, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 -0.07 7.555 1960
1961 -0.08 7.487
1962 -0.09 7.404
1963 -0.11 7.303
1964 -0.13 7.186
1965 -0.14 7.053 1965
1966 -0.16 6.903
1967 -0.17 6.738
1968 -0.18 6.561
1969 -0.19 6.375
1970 -0.20 6.182 1970
1971 -0.20 5.983
1972 -0.20 5.781 1972
1973 -0.20 5.580
1974 -0.19 5.382
1975 -0.18 5.193 1975
1976 -0.17 5.014
1977 -0.16 4.847
1978 -0.15 4.693
1979 -0.14 4.552
1980 -0.12 4.422 1980
1981 -0.12 4.303
1982 -0.11 4.190
1983 -0.11 4.082
1984 -0.10 3.978
1985 -0.10 3.878 1985
1986 -0.09 3.783
1987 -0.09 3.694
1988 -0.08 3.612
1989 -0.07 3.537
1990 -0.07 3.465 1990
1991 -0.07 3.397
1992 -0.07 3.329
1993 -0.07 3.262
1994 -0.07 3.195
1995 -0.06 3.130 1995
1996 -0.06 3.069
1997 -0.05 3.014
1998 -0.04 2.966
1999 -0.04 2.926
2000 -0.03 2.892 2000
2001 -0.03 2.862
2002 -0.03 2.835
2003 -0.03 2.807
2004 -0.03 2.779
2005 -0.03 2.749 2005
2006 -0.03 2.718
2007 -0.03 2.687
2008 -0.03 2.656
2009 -0.03 2.626
2010 -0.03 2.597 2010
2011 -0.03 2.568
2012 -0.03 2.539
2013 -0.03 2.510
2014 -0.03 2.481
2015 -0.03 2.451
2016 -0.03 2.422
2017 -0.03 2.392 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year (children per woman)

Dominican Republic total fertility rate, 1960-2017

In 1960 the fertility rate in Dominican Republic was 7.6. It 
was 7.0 in 1965, 6.0 in 1971, 5.0 in 1976, 4.0 in 1984, 3.0 in 
1997, 2.5 in 2013 and 2.4 in 2017.

This decline accelerated between 1960 and 1972, and the 
year 1972 saw the largest drop in fertility rate. Compared to 
1971, 20 fewer babies were born to every 100 women aged 
15 to 44 there.

The decline has slowed down after 1972.

But after 2000, the decline continued at a very low but 
steady rate. In 2017, the fertility rate in Dominican Republic 
was 2.4, which was already much below the 2017 UN 
estimate of 2.53 for the 2015-2020 period which was 
revised in 2019 to 2.36.

The UN now projects that there will be a total fertility rate in 
Dominican Republic of 1.83 by 2045-50 and 1.74 by 2095-
2100.
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Total fertility rate, Grenada, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 -0.116 6.743 1960
1961 -0.151 6.627
1962 -0.216 6.442
1963 -0.268 6.196
1964 -0.300 5.906 1964
1965 -0.303 5.597 1965
1966 -0.279 5.300
1967 -0.233 5.040
1968 -0.175 4.835
1969 -0.116 4.690
1970 -0.065 4.604 1970
1971 -0.034 4.561
1972 -0.025 4.537 1972
1973 -0.029 4.512
1974 -0.038 4.479
1975 -0.047 4.436
1976 -0.050 4.385 1976
1977 -0.043 4.337
1978 -0.034 4.299
1979 -0.024 4.269
1980 -0.013 4.251
1981 -0.004 4.244
1982 0.001 4.243
1983 0.000 4.245 1983
1984 -0.007 4.243
1985 -0.022 4.231
1986 -0.043 4.200
1987 -0.066 4.146
1988 -0.090 4.068
1989 -0.113 3.966
1990 -0.133 3.842 1990
1991 -0.146 3.701
1992 -0.150 3.551 1992
1993 -0.149 3.401
1994 -0.143 3.254
1995 -0.133 3.116
1996 -0.123 2.988
1997 -0.113 2.870
1998 -0.102 2.762
1999 -0.090 2.666
2000 -0.077 2.582 2000
2001 -0.063 2.512
2002 -0.052 2.455
2003 -0.041 2.409
2004 -0.033 2.373
2005 -0.026 2.344
2006 -0.021 2.321
2007 -0.020 2.301 2007
2008 -0.020 2.282
2009 -0.021 2.262
2010 -0.023 2.240
2011 -0.023 2.217
2012 -0.023 2.194
2013 -0.023 2.171
2014 -0.023 2.148
2015 -0.022 2.126
2016 -0.021 2.104
2017 -0.021 2.083 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year (children per woman)

Grenada total fertility rate, 1960-2017

In 1960 the fertility rate (children per 100 women aged 15-
44) in Grenada was 6.7. It fell to 6.0 in 1964, 5.0 in 1967, 
4.0 in 1989, 3.0 in 1996, 2.5 in 2001 and was 2.1 in 2017.

The decline first accelerated between 1960 and 1965. The 
drop was the largest in 1965, when 30 fewer babies were 
born to 100 women aged 15 to 44 than the year before.

Then this decline slowed down progressively from 1965 to 
come to a transient halt at 2.44 in 1982.

In 1983 the decline resumed to reach a maximum rate in 
1992 of 15 fewer per year, and then fell back. Since 2007, 
the fertility rate has continued to fall, but very slowly.

In 2017, the fertility rate in Grenada was below 2.1, which 
was already much below the 2017 UN estimate of 2.18 for 
the 2015-2020 period and that was revised in 2019 to 2.07.

The UN now projects that there will be a total fertility rate of 
1.75 by 2045-50 and 1.74 by 2095-2100.
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Total fertility rate, Jamaica, 1960-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 0.110 5.419 1960
1961 0.104 5.529
1962 0.091 5.627
1963 0.074 5.711
1964 0.052 5.775
1965 0.023 5.815 1965
1966 -0.013 5.821 1966
1967 -0.049 5.790
1968 -0.087 5.722
1969 -0.123 5.617
1970 -0.156 5.477
1971 -0.185 5.305
1972 -0.203 5.108
1973 -0.212 4.899 1977
1974 -0.211 4.685 1976
1975 -0.200 4.478 1975
1976 -0.182 4.286
1977 -0.161 4.115
1978 -0.138 3.965
1979 -0.116 3.839
1980 -0.098 3.733
1981 -0.087 3.643
1982 -0.083 3.559 1982
1983 -0.083 3.477
1984 -0.085 3.394
1985 -0.086 3.308
1986 -0.083 3.223 1986
1987 -0.077 3.142
1988 -0.069 3.069
1989 -0.061 3.003
1990 -0.052 2.947 1990
1991 -0.044 2.899
1992 -0.037 2.860
1993 -0.031 2.826
1994 -0.029 2.797 1994
1995 -0.030 2.768
1996 -0.032 2.738
1997 -0.036 2.704
1998 -0.041 2.666
1999 -0.045 2.623
2000 -0.047 2.577
2001 -0.047 2.529 2001
2002 -0.045 2.482
2003 -0.042 2.439
2004 -0.039 2.398
2005 -0.037 2.361
2006 -0.036 2.325 2006
2007 -0.037 2.289
2008 -0.039 2.251
2009 -0.039 2.212
2010 -0.038 2.173
2011 -0.036 2.136
2012 -0.032 2.102 2012
2013 -0.027 2.072
2014 -0.023 2.047
2015 -0.019 2.026
2016 -0.016 2.009
2017 -0.016 1.993 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year

(children per woman)

Jamaica total fertility rate, 1960-2017

The total fertility rate in Jamaica was 5.4 in 
1960, rising to a peak of 5.8 in 1965, and 
has declined ever since. It fell to 5.0 by 
1973, 4.0 by 1978, 3.0 by 1989 and 2.0 by 
2016 and still falling.

The slowdown was already happening in 
1960, the decline became fastest in 1973 
and then decelerated to under half its 
maximum rate by 1980. It then fell fairly 
steadily till 1988, slowed down further until 
1995, since when it was around 3 less, and 
since 2015 below 2 fewer babies born per 
100 women aged 15 to 44 than the year 
before.

In 2017, the fertility rate in Jamaica was 
1.99, which was already much below the 
2017 UN estimate of 2.08 for the 2015-2020 
period, which was revised down to 1.99 in 
the 2019 UN report.

The UN now projects that there will be a 
total fertility rate of 1.75 by 2045-50 and 
1.74 by 2095-2100.


